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Final Evaluation of GC 1-366; IMAGES OF WOMEN, IN LITERATURE

This d'ssue of the GC Studies is another in a Series on curriculum

building in the General College. Aside from the intrinsic interest
.of its subject matter, this repdrt ista: good representation of the
.process by which the General College adapts'its'curriculum to new

conditions and to the changing heedsof its students.

In 1972-3, thNencept of "woments studies" eras in its iancy
at the University and the notion of acourse that concentrate on

the "images" of women in literature was relatively novel. Yet,

.
because of the built-in flexibility of the curriculum and because
of an atmosphere that encouraged creativity-and innovation, a youn'
instructorts proposal for a woment,s literatdre course was readily

accepted and quickly implemented.

Once the initial pilot offering of the course was in progress,

various segments of the College staff collaborated in expediting the

experiment. Over a period of several quarters, members of the ACP
division, the staff of the General College Research Center, and the
College curriculum committee cooperated in refining the'course, sug-
gesting modifications and improvements, and designing an& carrying

out a final evaluation. Thus, wha.6 began tentatively and experimen==

tally resulted finally in a new additiog to the General College "per-

maneat" curricultim.

iiany of the peopld who. had k part in the project described here

are mentioned in the introduction. The three who had primary,respon-

sibility for ireparing this report have diverse backgrounds and inter-

ests. Patricia Davis is a Teaching Associate in the General College
.ACP divisiOn and a graduate student.in American Studies; Peggy Brockman.

is a Teaching Assistant in the General College Research Center, a Univer-,

sity of Mdnnesota Law School student, and a,craduate student in education;

and James Robertson is a Research fellow in the GC Research Center and

a ih.Dk candidate in the University of Minnesota College of Education.
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Foreword'

The idea for a General College course on women appeared in print for the

first time in the spring of 1972, when Ms. Fluffy Olson, a young instructor

in the General College division of Literature, Communication, and Philosophy

(since renamedrenamed Arts, Communication, and Philosophy) distributed a memorandum

containing a proposal for a "Special Topics" course 4Lat would "focus on women,

both As subjects oI and contributors to Western art and culture," While, as

Ms.Olson stated in her proposal, it would be necessary to include some sociology

and history in the course, "the emphasis would be oniwomen in the arts."

In4the'initial experimental offering of the women's course, as well as in

all subseq4ent offerings, the concentration on the arts has remained a primary

emphasis.

..5

. .

Although Ms. Olson's aliginal proposal was made in the spring of 1972,

.40.f.,.' -4
I.

_14

'her idea. was not'implemehted,7until the winter of 1973. During the winter
Ts 7," 1 ...

..._ .1

quarter,1973 GC 1..378 --., Literattre: Special Topics "Images of Women"

(5 credits) was listed An the clas schedule for that quarter with Ms. Olson
I.,

as the instructor. One of the prerequisites for enrolling in the class. was
0 e

"permission of instructor," and Ms. Olson perSonally interviewed each student
. ,

.... .

4, ,

who expressed an interest in the subject of the course. Though the control wae-

set at fo 7 ty, 43 students were admitted by Mb. Olson and 38 of them finished'
.

the co se ten weeks later.

.

,

-.
.

//By making "Special Topics" slots in thecurriculum available to any staff

,<7

mem er who wants to introduce a new course n an experimental basis, the

'Generaleral College has long encouraged its faculty in curricular experimentation.

Thus, Ms. Olson after encouragement from her divisional colleagues, was able

to implement her idea for a course on women wil,h a minimum of bureaucratic

preparation, supervision, and evaluation. Though neither division nor college
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regulations, for instance, required her to make a formal evaluation fot a

ppel
Special Topics offering, Ms. Olson nevertheless prepared a report at the end-

,

. :

of winter quarter, 1973. On the whole, VS. Olson wrote, "students reported

that their* expectations of the course were met and often exceeded.'

Encouraged by the apparent successs%f the initial experimental offering,

the,LCP (now the ACP) division with the cooperation of .the General Copege

Curriculum Committeevassigned a "permanent" number (GC 1-366) and name

("Images of Women") to the course and listed. it as an offering in the class

schedulrEA the spring of 4974. This time the course was assigned'to Pro-

_ .,

fessor Hary.Wyvell, and the prerequisite of "permission of instructor" was

removed: While the class control remained at forty, acttal enrollmo4)

was 28 students, 25 of whom completed the course.

Under the conditions of curriculum experimentation prevailihg-in the

4-

College in 1974, a division that offered a course a second time was required to
A

r

prepare a pro6peottis of the proposed offering and to submit a detailed

evaluation of it for the college curriculum committee. Accordingly,'

-

PrOfessdtwyvellbeganwtocollect data and keep records aboUt the spring,

1974, offering fmm the moment that advance registration began; continuing.-

through the ten weeks of the q7rter. Once the spring quarter was over,

Professor Wyveni, compiled, all of her data into an "Interim Report on GC

" 1.:366, Following the Second Experimental Offering in Spring, 1974." While

=

this,. report was intended particularly foethe General CollegaGurriculut
. $

Committee, it was also distributed-to all tembers.Cirthe ACP division and other.

interested faculty members in the General College. Since it was the first

formal report on a new experimental course in the curriculum, Professor

Wyvell made it a point to be as thorough as possible. Thus, in addition to

including features that are usual in such reports -- bulletin description,

4
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course objectives, a description of teaching methods employed, student responses

to questionnaires, etc. -- Professor Wyvell also attached appendixes pro-
s

viding examples.of instructipnal.materials used in her class andin the initial

"Special Topics offering by Olson. Also included was a. copy of MS. Olson's

'original 1572 memorandum that first broached the idea.for a course on women,

as well as a 'copy of a division documem (for Which Ms. 016on was primiariiy

responsible) that appeared in the interval between the endof the, first "Special'

Toliics" offering (winter, 1573),and the beginning of the second (spring, 1974)

offering. Thus, in its inclusiveness, the report of Professor Wyvell was,

in effect, a report on the first two offerings of GC 1-366, rather thin just

on the second. .

Notwithstanding,,the thoroughness of-the'documentation_of_the first two

offerings and notwithstanding the voluminous bulk of the Wyvell report --

th6'ACP division continued to-accumulate data and continued to regard the

course as experimental, even while preparing to offer it again.

The third and final experimental offering of GC 1-366 - -:now re-titled

"Images of Women in Literature" -- was a part of the ACP division's program

1

for winter, 1975. On this occasion the instructor was Ms. Patricia Davis, the

class control remained at forty students (36 actually enrolled; 33 finished

the course), and the "permission of instructor" stipulation re=appeared in

the course description. .As in the case of the earlier offerings, the instruc-

tor was meticulous in compiling data related to the course in anticipation of
O

a-final report.to the General College Curriculum Cdmmittee. In this instance,

as in the other two, -Ale instructor bore the primary responsibility for'pre-

paring the report, thought as in the earlier instances, she was aided by

others in the ACP division and in the General College Research Center. Thus,

the report that follows is a modified version of the ACP division's final re-

'port to the General College Curriculum Committee on a curriculum experiment

. 5
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that began -in the winter of 1973 and completed two years later. GC 1-366:

Images of Women in Literature,is now a perthanent part of"the General College

curriculum:

N

4
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GO 1-366: Images of Women.in Literature;

An Evaluation

by

Patricia K. Davis

Peggy Ellen O'Rarelreckman

James M. Robertson

BULLETIN DESCRIPTION
/

1366. LiterAture: IMAGES OP WOMEN IN LITERATURE. (5cr; prereq

p. Some typical, and atypical ways in which womewarepresented
in fictiontdrama, poetry, movies, '4risual art, pop music, and.miss-

. media.- Students read excerpts from relevant histbrical and socio-

logical fetinist documents and discuss andswrite-about ways in
whigh their own concepts of female personality and Women's role
in. society are affected by arts and media.

POSSIBLE CaulksIIE

. 1, For students who wish to use' course as partiak/ftlfiiIment of their
Artistio&bressionLlower division distribution requipment,.cm'as an
elective.

2.- For- students who want a general introduction to women's issues for
reasons of personal, interest.

3. POr students who Would like to ead a variety oniterhtdre which reflects

,soc41'change. .

.4. For students who want some preparation before enrolling in more Sophie-
.

,ticated courses on women in literature: _

5. POr students who want to .use this 'course as die of those recommended forn
majors initoments,Studies.

.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

1. To provide a loWer division course in whiph.students survey literature
' by and About women through examination of a variety ofeliterary genres.
2. To increase student knowledge_cr.the contribution of women in literature..
3. To increase student knowledge of history oPwPmenis movement
4. To increase student knowledge of the contribution of women to our society.
5. To offer etude is the opportunity to develop a critical awareness of the'

depiction Of sexual roles. in fiction, poetry, music, and Movies as well '

as in journalism, advertising, and television.
.6. To provide aforup: whereby.students might effectively express themselves

' on issues and ideas pertaining to the course.
7. To increase student awarenessof the reciprocal effect of. literature

and.msle-feMale social perspectives.
8. To involve students in an examination of the role of women in literature

as it affects their individUal experience.

4
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STEI4TAKEN TO EVALUATE COURSE
0

.
, N

.
.

1 lA To ascertain professional opinion as to the scope and content appropriate -

f 1 for a-tower division.sUrvey.of literature by and about.w4en (objective

."., the instructor-examinei the interim report describ ng the first two
offerings of the course, consulted with General College literature in-

structors, interviewed instructors'of,' and examined material for, women's ,

. .. courses at the University of Minnesota and other institutions, and sought

the advice f Toni Maaron,'Coordinatok of the University of Minnesota 0
Wothen'S Sttltlies program,

a. After considering the numerous short.story,,poetry afl1 feminist
4 anthologieS, novels,'films, video tepee, musical,splectionst and -

women's histories redommended, the instructor chose a_text list

and developed a course syllabus. Text selection was deteriined by:

frequency of redommendation; appropriateness for lower division students,

cost to students, comprehensiveness and variety of genre. To supplement.

primary texts, the,instructor.decided to use mimeographed copies of

recommended material (i.e. poetry by early European and American
female poets, feminist essays, literary criticism), guest lecturers,,

movies, and a multi-media presentation recommended by the University

of Minnesota omen's Center. To minimize text cost to students, the

instructor' chose to lecture on the history/of the women's movement,

using as her sources texts recommended by Professor. Clarke Chambers,

anChairm-of the University'Ohistory department, and material listed

in Women in America,. a bibliography publishedby University of Nin-

nesota Continuing Education and Extension Women's Progra0.

.

b., Before submitting final text list, the instructors digcussed course

plans with Profess8r Mellaron and with Ms. Gail Moen,. designated

instructor for GC 1-733,' Contetporary Sex Roles (originally proposed-

and taught by Virginia Juffer). In her consulttion with Ms.- McNaron,

the instructor wished to determine that the texts and course plan

were suitable for Womeres Studies Program but did not duplicate

those'of other introductory courses. (GC 1-366 is listed as one of

the courses available for Women's' Studies majors.) Inher meeting

with Ms. Thoen, the instructor compared course plans and text lists

with those,proposed for 1-733. Ms..Thoen agreed with the instructor

that there was little if any overlap in material proposed for the. two

courses; that, in fact, the courses were complementary.

2. 'For assistance in evaluation or listed objeCtives two through eight,

the instructor sought the assistance of the Goaral College Research

Center staff.

a. The Research Center provided an .evaluation team whose primary func-

tions were to select evaluation procedures and inetruments as well

as to collect, analyze, and interpret data. Clerical and data

tabulation services Were providbd by two part-time research assis-

tants on the Research Center Staff..
o

8
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15. Each step of the'evaluation'process was'work&lz,Out in coopera .tion:

With the instructor. By working clope/Y with the instructor, the,.

evaluAtion team sOuglit maximum communication, thus increasing_the".

understanding of the role each.persdn was to perform.in the eval-

uation. LSetreral short' meetings were held intthe.weks before the

course began. Exchanges made at these meetings helped to_ clarify

the instructor's goals and objectives for the course, define the

:roles of'the evaluation team, and-provide information necessary

fox the selection o? measurements and ,test instruments.' .

4.

4

c. After discussing several 'possible measures, the evaluation team

and instructor consulted with staff members at Univerbity, Measure-

ment Services to determine the aV4ilebility of standardized tests.

In the evaluation of Images of Women in Litets:ture., the answers to two.F.

general. questions are sought. first,. does the course meet its :stated

objectives? Second, do ,students enrolled in the course differ Al5prei.

ciably'fromp control group of, Gendral,College students? To provide

this informAtion,4the evaluation team decided to cone-et informationo,

on student.demographibs, on student knowledge.df course content, on if,

student attitudes toward women, and on student objectives in taking

the course.
,

a. "Delographic information on studenti.enrolled in G0 J-366 and on a.,

control group of students enrolled in GC 1-;357, MaiOs Religiou:s -

Beliefs, was odllooted in a. Tustionnaite4admillintated-to both

groups Of ptudents duringthe first week of classes. (Copies of

-
the questiOnnaire are available at the Research Center.)` The

questionnaire asked for age, sex, educationalstatueof parbnts,

the,studentst-birth4oider positiono.numbarqf siblings,blingsf and

marital, status. This- data provided' two .kinds of information. 'First

it gave a clear demographic picture of the students ,.enrolled in

the third offering of GC 1-366, and second, itenabledthe-evaI"

uation team_to-compare-this-grcUP-to .the control gtoupon a. nuttier

of variables.
°

b; Changes in the extent to which students demonstrated' an increase in

knowledge of women. in literature, the history of the women's Move-

ment, and of the contribution of women to our society (objectives

"2,31.a:rid 4), were Measured by a pre-post test developed by the

instructor. Each part of the'three part test contained twenty-five

multiple choice items. The three categories tested.wwe: Women

in Literature, the Women's Movement, and Noted !!omen Past and Presents

The final examination whAch included the original seventy 'questions-

in the evaluation test and an additional seventy-five multiple choice

-items:z1so tested_knowleddP_gained through the course .

c. Purther indications of 'students' acquisition'of knowledge and

'ability ,to apply concepts were the weekly "polio quizzes on

particularTeadings and the mid -term essay examination. The quizzes,

usually short answer, "tested student !knowledge of specifioinfOrmation

characters, actions, events). The midterm essay examination

9
O
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`. (see Appendix C) tes ed student knowledge,sf asp.igned reading, Oil.? .

. it. to apply sboncepts, organite ime,terial, z:tuid..34/r4,te. clearly.
4' .

. ' ,:% f. ,' '
t-p--

d. An in -claps verbal "liulletin )ibard"'-origEneilly4signed as an

exchange of-information, 'rapidly bedolge one indnation og.student.

dwaienesa.df the depictio of sexual roles in various .media (013- -

.
jective 5). 4acetiout/Y dubb'ed."sljcw and tell. c daily- . 4

. class sessions became the lotto, for short 'imprmptu discussion of"

.

female/male .haracterizatioris in moviedOeleirision shews,:novels, .

-.
. r

short ,stories, artplesi adertisem4rits,:playsl.and'oenferences. -

Class' discussions on Assigned:reiding4and itidividua?Atuderzt+tojects ,-

provided addition4 indications Of student. awareness of the de- ..

piction ofse5LuallIpl..es and -their ability to expresd themselves %.s.4,

effectively (Objec:tives 5 and 6). .P.;x1u,student was required td v.

complete a project which in some-Way related to material covered --

in class. This project could be anything frOrii-a, research paper

to a musical,presentatien.LICtiteria used:to determine project .

grades included, oZiginally,'content research-techniques '(where
0-

applicabfe):u and style .of presentation. "-

/'
.

r.

. ..,

-
. t

:.
. . .

e., The seventh and eighth objectives of the course (To increase ,- ; '0,
student awareness pf the sgciprocal effect of-literature and tals-rfe-
male socialPeespedtives (-eo invoke students.in an examiniatiori 1,
of the role of..woMen in'literature as itarfac4 thedtudfinter 7 N .
individual experience)' were felt to involve, to sprat degree, .

i.
student attitudes. 4In an effort-to measure student attitude toward .f. . '
,women, a pre-course/post-course test was given. The measure used
was "The Attitudes Toward Woman Scale" .(,AWS), a standardized scale
developed at-the University of Texas by Janet T. Spence aAd Robert '

Helmreich. The AWS contains 55 items, each with. four response
-alternatives, bearing on the vocational, educational, and intel-
lectual roles of ,women, freedom and iiidependehce, dating, court- ,

ship add etiquette, sexual. behavior and marital relationships . 0°'
and oblications. Uormative data for the scale are described
in "Documerit, Journal Supplement Abstract Service," Catalog .

of Selected DOcuments in Psychology, 19722'2, 66. The-AWS scalp
1,

was administered to.studenlp enrolled ila'GC 1 -366 - Images of Womed A

in,_...) n Literaturesand to the control grourp"of students enrolled in GC
. f 1-357 - Mails Religious Beliefs. The pre5-courSe measure was taken'

on the second class meeting for eabh,crft. The post - course Measure.

was taken during the last week of the academic quarter. 4 .

f. Another measure.administered tostudents in 1 -366 immediately after'
the post-AWS scale:Was a locally developed6ptnZended questionnaire
which asked them to explain why they had taken the course-and what
they. had expected to gain, from it. Students were, asked whether the

. opt course had fulfilled their expectations, why or%ylly not. mmination
orstudentst daily journals provided another measure of attitude

s.

chance as well as an.indication'of the extent to which students '.

grasped the concepts presented in the:course and-were able to re=
late these concepth to individual experiences..

f:

.
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11.1r e9ough thdescribed evaluation procedures, the Research Center team

t. -and the instructor attempted-to measure each of the objectives listed
for the third' offering of GC;$366, Images of Women in Literature.

.r

.....

'

TEACHING-MTHCCDS
,

1; 1se undergraduate teaching, assistant, Md.,Kathleen Perry, a
' 0eneral-gollee.,e junior in the Human Service Genvalibt program,

assisted the instructor. Ms. Perry,.who,was a'studdnt in. the fir4t

cfferinat provided information'on,thefteaching methods employed .

forthektirstitwO,bourse offerinassthus establishing additional
dontinuity-befween.ill course offerings.. Bet. duties' included:

keeRitg Class attendance, distributing clads materials, reading
. , .

and Comments on 'student journals (instructor and assis=
'tent alternatAd reading; of individual Journals), leading small
group disdusgions (class was divided into three small groups with

, instructor,, 'assistant, ,and design4ted student leadinggroups),
cenferrina-vith.the individUalnatudents on clasd projects (both.
instrpetorand asAistant.read all projects), and-grading some of
the ciuiszes.

, ./ .

1 '1-

.

2.- Retad,ing dssignments and'course requirements as outlined in the

.,'

,

. syllabus were 'Olarified for students during first class decision.

- The `instructor eplained that fit0. grades in the course would bet

determined on the basis of a. point system with each' of six areas N.

..t. beIng-assic-ped a certaid numberof ppit.s.'S. 'Students were assured
J

that all class meaers'whorwrote dally;jOlitnals, participated
in class" discussions, and, sUbmItted,clasd-Ptejects would receive

fifty poipts in each of ..the'se areasf iegardlessof quality of, work. ,

. While students who demonStraectexcept4orial work in .these areas

ould eard.,botusu points, these points wbuld.be Used to raise
"bordetline" Grades only after linal.poilt.tOulatiAlwas made.N
Scorei on final examination (posSible.150 points), midterm'
(possible 75 joints), and quizzes (about 40 points) completed

point system. The Instructor.and assistant introduced them...

r selves', to state why they were taking the course, and to offer

person4 comments if they felt comfortable doing do.
0 4, #

3'. The Con6nt Evaluation pre-test, administered during the second.
claqs session Gave the ` instructor an indication.of studat know-

ledge of. proposed course. material. Because test scores showed

that only a few studerits had prior ltlowledgegof material,'the

instructor decided to follow original course plan.
)

.

.

4. Class Sessions during the first.half of the quarter, were divided

between full class lectures, discussions, and small group dis-

cussions. Small Group discussions, which seemed to function

primarily as a socialization process, :ere didcontiriudd after

midterm. Following a broad historical outline, course lectures
". and handouts focused on imaais of women presehted in Greek liter-

ature,; the Bibleland selected examples from early literary works.

'

1,1
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Assigned reading class lectures introduced* students to- early- '.

feminist concepts and to severalliterary works ofthe'early nineteenth. ,

century. By theimidterM examination assigned reading, handouts, the
outside class movie assignment, and cIhss lecturesmovedthecouris. ,-
fbcus to the early. twentieth century and the passage of the nine-
teenth amendment -- a period coinciding with the final episodepof
Main Street, the novel chosen fOrtthe course. . . '..

,-:

5. Class. sessions during the second half Of the quarter'Were divided',be-
, . tween lectures, discussions, student presentations, and guest /op..' 7

presintatioril than to lectures. Guest lectures .on womeni.'4.television.

tures and more time devoted to student participationo(dis7sion an

.

l'" '

iand on women ansi Freudian psychology and a multimedia presentationof . 1

women's work roles were included during theseveeks. ,A numberOf .,
. ..-

.
t 1 students chose to present their projects before the class or to'adapt -'

their written projects. for class presentation. Topics:chosen for"
class projects, reflecting.-the wide rsnge Of individura-itudent in- ,

terest and ability, included; images of women in _early twentieth
*

.'

century music, the work of WillisWillis dathers.a student's sketches of-hii ,

impressions of images of women in assigned reading; illustrations ap . -!

sexist adyertising in popular magazines' the women's movemenp
'and minority women, images of women on PriMe-Time tele4ision women
and'Judaic law, images gf women in iAlce ficeion, lesbianism,' women,.

.

A
. in Minnesota history.Ind poetry wri ten by clahs.membera.

,

. .. v,
..

6. In lectures and class discussions, the instructor emphastzed'the social.'
aspects of literature. She pointed out that most artists are influenced
by social values of their times, by tileii, personal orientstion,to

/ *t these values; and by theiroperception'of-4terary-conventiont and that
'complex and difficult-to-define interaction is also at work'for readers.J'.ocusing.on litereturer the arts and media as social phenomena, the. t. .

.1-itstructor attempted b Showthat there are reciprocaleffects between
. these forms and Male/female social perspectives. ..

,

.
*.

.. ... . N
. .y .EVALUATION RESULTS

, ,

.-. :
t

A Demongraphic 'Information
.),,I ,

- .'
t

' co4

.,... ,

, % . . .,.Appendix A.preSents a hummary of.d °graphic data'obtained rom stu- 1,
. .

dents1 In GC' 6 and GC 1-357w o partIcipated In a survey. attitudes .
, . . r

, toward women: atwitff found that stOents in'ths two groups were similar
% .

0

,
onlpost variables.' In :both .groups, most students were nineteen-year .,

.v
.

old
'

General C011ege freshmen. Although,a greater number of men were
R,0. found in the GC 1-357 group surveyed (six Comparedto two in the GC
' 11.366 group), both,grouppoontsined a majority of women. *(See Table 1, . '

*4-. AppeddixA)17

lInformatianprovided:by the students on their marital status showed that t..

mostmost studentain bOth.grOuph were unmarried and unattached. (68% in the

. 'GC 1-366 aiiOup afid,66cOn the G& '357 group). Nemarried persons .

...living-wifh a SW .avers found ;the GC 1-366 :group;
.

......-

: -; . . .1. 4 . ..
%

.

6 .

4 0 .0 a

a...Sy .
) .0 ,i :. 01: ti I: i4r 1 ;.

s i e .1 VI
.0 f ''.?

.. I . p
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however, 25%-of the GC 17,66 group reported that they.wete cohabitants
In the GC 1 -357. group 16% were married "'and livihg with a spouse, and none
of the students were cohabitants. (See Table 2, Appendix A).

Other differences noted in the two gioUps were 7n the areas of birth
order, sex of, siblings and paral00 educatiofi. In the GC 1 -366 group,

42.9% of the students were oldest children with younger siblings.com-
pared to. 27.8 of the students ix the GC 1-357 group. Thirty-three per-

'cent of the students in the GC 1-=566.group were found to have one
brother-oxyone sister. The same. percentage of studprits-in-the-PC----

1-357 group reported having nopxothers andtficiTisters. (See Table
3, Appendix A.) :

0-
.

N

Information on the education background of db 1-366 students' patents
showed that 424 of,botil parents had some type of post high school
education; however 25.8fof the mothers but only 44ofthe fathers held .
four -year degees. Thirty-eight percent of both mothers and, fathers

had no more than a high school education.. . .

Of the parents of 'students in the CC,4-357 group, 27.ep of mothets
and 51g of fathers had some type of pat high schooreducation.
Over 5 of .the mothers and 44.5% of the fathers of students in'the GC ;

1-357 groups had no more than a high school education. ,(See Table 4,

Appendix A,)

B: Course content

Table 5, Appendix B. presents the mean_soores-obtained--by-students in
'GC 1 -366 Who participated in a pr6L-Course/posl-course test designed
to measure increases in knowledge about women. Knowledge in

folloqing areas wfs measured: Noted Women, Women in Literathre and -

:The Mosion'S PloVement.

.

. .

. Each sub-i;est.containecl, twenty-five items reflecting factqal 'information

about women. On hll three measures- mean post =-teat ecores..for the

groups increased significantly (ii,4:.001)'. .The-significance factor of

p.4Z.001 indicates that-the probability of these differences in
mean scores.occurrineby chance alone is one in 10,000.

A frequency distribution of test scrwes achieved on the final examin-

ation of material covered in GC 1 -366 is presented in Table 6, Appendix

B. 'Two- thirds of the students who tOok'the final answered correctly two -

thirds of more of the items of the-test. ,

C.. Attitude Test
.

Table 7, Appenidx C,-Compares mean (average) attitude, scores of students

,enrolled in_GC 1 -366, GC 1-357, aid mean scores- of Texas college students "

who served as norm groups for a,test on attitudes towatd women: The

test consisted of six scales .reflecting'. attitudes toward- women-le.parti.-

cipation'in a variety of sebial endeavors. Total test scores reflect

attitudes toward women generally; while scale scores represent attitudes

toward women's participation in specific activities; High numerical

scores, up to a possible total test score 61165, indicate tolerant
1_ -J attitus toward women.

13
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Thirty=one students-etrolledin GC' 1.-366 and fo ty.studentS enrolled in

GC. 1-357 took part.in the-pre-coUrse attitude urvey.. Both gidups
achieved-higher mean scores than were obtain d by stud eats in Texas.

Howeverr students in the GC 1-366 group obtained the ighesf mean scores.

This indicates that while students in both GC group, evidenced.toierant

attitudes toward-womenvstudentein the C=366 up were the most

Liberal df the three groups surveyed. .

or The mean scores. of GC men, ho participated in both the pre-test and post-
e('* ---test measures were4oMpared to the Mean score of Texgs men. As indicated

40, in Table 3A, men in the,GC 14'.366 group had the highest mean scores of
the three grotps. However, men,inthe-GC 1-357 group achieved higher
P.

. mean-scores than were achieved bk,the Texas men.

The pre -test scores of GC women whO partiCipated in both the pre-
and post"-test measures_ *eraexamined separately. When these mean

.- scores_were,compared to mean scores of women students in the Texas norm
1,, groups, it was found the GC women attained higher mean scores than the : '

:ATerds women, with women in GC 1-366 achieving the highest mean score
in the three groups. . .

.,,. , _
,

. .

Nineteen Women in GC 1-366 took part in both the-pre-test and the-..post-,

test. For these students, mean scores. on the total test and-mean
.scores on each of the six scales were higher on thepost-test than on

° the pre-test. The greatest increase in mean.scores was nofed.on

,
scale 6, measuring attitudes toward women in makital relationships and

obligations. (See table 8, Appendix.0, for pre-test mean scores And Table

'9, Appendix C, for post-test mean scores.)
1. .

1 t .

1

0

. .

'Women in GC 1-357, twelve of whom participated inboth 'the pre...test. and

the.post:test, showed a slightly more tolerant attitude on the mean total

post-fest,score than on the pre-test. However, on scale

these students obtained a lower mean score on the post-t
had achieved on the pre-test (see'tables 8 and 9, Appendix

, L

(sexual behavior) (

than they

).

.

Since mean scores for both groups were higher on the post-tegt than,
on the pre-test, the data obtained from men and women in both courses

was analyzed ts:determine whether or not the greater increase by the

GC 1-366 group could be attributed to instruction;. effect.

Table II, Appendix C5 presentb the results of an analysierof variance*

on the data Jthese resultaciearlyindicate that-the greater gain in

the Mean" scores of the GC 1-366 group' was. due to .ihstructional.effeci.

(i.e. the.coUrse). A separate analysis of variance on the data obtained,

from women in .GC 1-366 and 1 -357 .showed .similar results (See'Table'12,,,,

Appendix C). (Due to the small number of men /participating in-both the
pre-and post-test, men's scores were not analyzed separately. Figure

-1-and-FAgure-2%(end of-Table 117.Appendix-C)-dllustrate-the-differenceS___,_

in gain betweenF!th two classes .(Figure 2 represents women only). The

analysis of variance takes into account not only. the difference between

.

*Write, B.J.,(1971), .Stitistical Principles in aerimental Ezum,p

(2nd Bdition)Orew York, MOGiaw-Hill-

14
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pre-test weasures for each class and post-test measures for each class,
but also amount of mean difference between gains made by the two_
classes.

D. Student Objectives

oQ

Student responses to an open-ended questionnaire designed ,to elicit
their objectives for takingthe course and their opidionsas to whether
or not the. course met their, objectives, are presented in Table 13, Appen-

dix D. The most frequently stated student objective was-"to read
good _literature." "To find-out.about women's movement' and "to expand

knowledge 2)f women in literature" were reported almoitas.fre4uently as
primary objectives for taking the course: ,

Thirteen student responses note that the course,completely met stated .

objectives; according to eighteen responses; the course mostly met

'.)student objectives; eleven responses stated that the course -somewhat

met objectives,, and one response indicated that the course did not Meet

objectives. (Students often, listed more than one objective.)
. ,..

As a check on.students' perceptions of changes in:their attitudes

toward women, a post-course questionnaire was administered. which

asked I) whether students felt-that they were more able to under-

stand women after taking the course and 2) whether. their attitudes toward

tale/female roles in society had changed as a result of the course. Of

the.tWenty-nine students who responded to teese items, twenty-two felt

?°better able to understand clomen after taking the course;,and fifteen

felt that their attitudes have changed as aresult of the course;

,,(See Table-144!Appendix D.) ,'

., .4. A
.'

-

:. CCA !,' '
.,

P .;,- k'''S

..

a. >,
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Discussion

Aesuits of the evaluation conducted by the General College Research Center
and course instructor indicate that all objectives-stated for the third

offering of GC 1-366, /magas of Women in Literature, were met.

A. Objective ;h.-- to provide a lower division course in which students
survey ;iterature by.and about women through a variety of literary

Tenn.,. was met through the previously discussed consultatibhs and

planning for the course. Student objectives, as reportedin the
response to questionnaite (Table 13, Appendix WI jaildioate that many

studentd:soudht a course in which-they could survey literature by and
about women and that the course met their objective. .

.

- .

B. Test scored (See Table 5, Appendix B) show that student knowledge of

women, in literature, of tie women's movement, and of noted women-

increased significantly during the quarter, indicating that objedtives -*

2, 3, and 4 were.-met..

C. ClasS discussions,Aournal entries and completed class projects
suggest that by the end of the course stu.dehts had developed a
critical awareness of the, depiction of- sexual roles in various media and

that they were willing and' able to express their ideas (objectives

5 and 6). By the end of the quarter, most:students freely articul-

ated opinions about;cours material and demendtrated increased
ability to extrapole conceptsAoresented in class and apply them

to particular litetaiy works and to-their own experience. Later

'journal entries evidenced an;increasedability over tithe to express .

andiiefend ideas &meet-fling- Olt:SS materials. 'Thi.1-depoth-:and compre=

henaiveness,ofclass projects suggest that students availed themselves --

of the opportunity to demonstrate knowledge and abilities in areas of

individual interest.' ,

v.

D. As a result of e5coosunemmlitticmrpre-sented in the class, stiTligii

showed an increased awareness of male/female social perspectives-and

willingness.to tolerantly consider female roles in society (objectives

7 and 0. Results of the Attitude Toward Omeh test indicate that

although students in GC 1r366 held tolerant attitudes toward womenl,s so-

cial roles before taking the course, attitudes became even more tolerant

by the end of the course. Table 11, Appendix C, presents the results

of an: analysis of variance.. These results indicate.that this increase

was due ,t6 instru2V.opea effeptt

F. Based on the infamaiion provided in the demographic survey of students

in GC 1-:366 and of the. ontrol group, the evaluatiorkteam concluded

that students in 1-366 do not differ appreciably from other-students

in a control groUp.
.

.
, .

F. Student objeCtiVes as, reported in questionnaire (Table 13, Appendiz a

indicate that there is a close corte3,a4on between students' reasoffs .

- for taking the course, the course description in GC Bulletin, and the

instructor's objectives for the course. Student responses indicate

.
.that'the course met their objectives..

1., . ,-
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Appendix A: DEMOGRAPHIC DATA.
. ,

AGE IN YEARS
(`a.iii ra-g-677iao s f "f lelizeii-6) --Female EZie

mean mode IT . N N

GC 1:-366 '22.7 19.0 21" 19 2 .

GC. 1-357 21:2
. .

19.0 18 12 . 6

. COLLEGE STUDENTS ENROLLED IN:* YEAR- IN SCHOOL:* .
...-

(Percentagacof stndeatg in each category)(Percentage of stuggIgo )each

Freshmen Sophomores' Juniors Seniors

47.6 28.6 9.5 .95
50.0. 44.4 5.6-- -0.0

Table 1

SEX

GC 1 -36.6 14.3

....G0-1-357 (N18) 88.9 5.6

'*Missitiggdata not reported
.1

',Single

Table 2

MARITAL-STATI1S
(PzreOntatr 6f studen4Lin each category)

GC 1-360
21

) ....i.,GCr1=-7357-N-
181-
A

>to

61.9

Engaged 0.0 :.

.."

Married 0.0

Living mjspouse
. .

Married/separated

Divorced

'Co-habitant 23.8

66.7



Only 'child

Oldest child
Mid-range child
Youngest child

.

DEMOGRAPHIC DATA

Table 3

BIRTH ORDER OF SiuDENTS

GC, 1366 ,6

("21)

0.0

42.9.
35.-3

23.8

.NUMBER OF BROTHERS
GC 13667.. GC ,1357 %

c, ("2A-)
(Nis)

brothers' $9.v 33.3 0 sisters
-brother 33.3 22.2 ',sister-

-----6tothers-, 28.6 16.7 .'-' 2 'sisters

brothers 4.6------T-22.2__2_3_sisters
or-more
brotherS 14.3 . 5.6

4

GC 1357%

11.1

33.3
27.8.

N11+fBER OF SISTERS

GC 1366 GC 1357 t?
(N ) IN )

-128n 22.2

33.3 11.1

9.5 33.3
28.6_ 16.7

4 or Tore------z_
sisters -;1-6:7

18



DEMOGRAPHIC DATA

Table 4

st EDUCATION*'

MOTHER'S EDUCATION EDUCATION'

GC 1366 oruzTffje GC 1366111C 1fffr

(N21) (N18) (N21) -(NfeT--

less than high "school

.High school.graduate.
, ,

Business schoOl graduiie'

ws.

19:0

19.0

, 4.8 °

ki

V.)

- 11.1_

44.4

0.0

.1.9_C : 16.7

19.0 27.8,

4.8 :16.7....

0.0 0:0

14.3 11.1,
. .

13.o 0,0

4.8' 11.1,

0.0 0:0

Nurse's diploma_

Some college

Pm-year college degree ft''

Fouryeac-c011ege degree

Some graduate/professional

0.0

48

9.5

23.8

4.8

,-

11.1,`

11.1

5.6

0.0

5.6
bC. WO

GraduAe/professional degree

Hissing data not reported"

4.8 . 5.6 9.5 11.1

c.

19



Appondiiic* COURSE commit

'Table 5
MAN SCORES OBTAINED BY STUDENTS IN GC 1366 ON THREE MEASURES"

OF KNOWLEDGE ABOUT WOMEN)

Pretest
Mean

Post-test
Mean

Mein
Difference P

Women' s Moirement 10.9 15.9 5.0 ...001

Noted Women 15.5 19.4 3.8. < .001

Ilomen in Literature 11.0 14.9 3.9 4.001

T4ble

_.(FREO,TIUK DISTRIBUTION OF 1366 FINAL ATION SCORES).(N3'3)

lumber of students
1 .

0

4

2

7
6

5

Mean Score 109.69
Node 99.0
o

Range of scores
61-70
71-80 .

81-99
91-100

111-120
121-130

13Ir140

O

S.

20



Appendix G: ATTITUDE TEST. RESULTS

Table 7

MEAN SCORES OF STUDENTS ON ATTITUDE TWIIARD WO= TEST

GC 1366 and GC 1357 TEnS, GC 1366 GC_ 1357
Students .combined pretest Students Men & Women Men & Women

Pretest 'Pretest

All' Students

TOTAL TEST -

PlEAN SCORE 115.7 9).7 128.9 105.6

- Mean
CC 136 GC 1357 TEXAS

Women omen Women-------4

c Pretest Pretest,'

WOIYIEN' S 1112 . 1112 N1,5376

TOTAL ..TEST , I

MEAN SCORE .., 1.31.8. 114.2 98.2.;
,

IRAN'S

TOTAL TEST
MEAN SCORES

GG

GC 13.6. GC 1357 TEXAS

Men N2 - Men N6 ,426
Pretest Post -test Pretest Post-test 41.

117.0 119.0 100.6 109.,0 89.5

21



Appendix C (Continued) ATTITUDE TEST RESULTS

Table 8

O

MEAN SCORES 'OF WO/ION STIMENTS. %O PARTICIPATED IN 4 PRETEST MASURE

.

OF"ATTITUDES.TOVARD-WOMEN
.- -

total Pretest Mean Soores
. Subboales .

Ni0GC-1366
'1 iiomen

133.9

N
12
GC 1357 .

WomenWomen

168:2 .-

Mean .-*

Difference

21.7

P

<.02

1. .Vooational, Educational 44.2 41.0 '* 3.2 <, 1 4
and Intelleotual roles

'<.*12' . Freedom and Independence 9.0 7.8 1.2

3. Dating., Courtship and 14.6. '-11.1 3.5 <.02
Etiquette'? -

4. Drinking, Swearing, Jokes 7.2 5.6 1.6 <.06

5. Sexual Behavior A.; , , *. 14.0 10.8 3.21

6. Marital roles-and obliga- .
es.

.

;.°0°19:tions 42.6 37.2 5.4

"ie 9 .

MAN SCORES OF WOMH STUDENTS WHO PARTICIPATED IN .A POST TEST

MEASURE OF ATTITUDES TOWARD WOMENv

Total Post west Mean Scbres
Sub=soales.

1. liooational, Educational and
e

2. Freedomand Independence
3; Dating, Courtship, and

Etiquette
4. Drinking, Swearing; Jokes

-5. Sexual Behavior
6. Marital Roles and Obliga-

tions

ff.,-hGC 1366

Women

148.1

10.5

16.7

17.2

46.7

N12GC 1357 Mean
omen Difference

111.0 36.3

.9 8.5

if

P

<.001

<Am
7.8

10.5
5.8

10.2
!

37.4

2.7

6.2
2.3
7.0

9.3

<.0057-

<.009
<.001

(..002

111
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Appendix C (continued) ATTITUDE TEST RESULTS
. .

Table 11

ATTITUDES TOWARD WOVILIN

TOTAL SCORE OF MEN AND WOMEN WHO PARTICIPATED IN BOTH THE PRETEST-AND POST-TEST

Pre-test Post-test, Gain N

. MEAN SD MEAN SD' :

'GC 1-366 132.2 22.9 145.3',. 16.7 13.1 21

pc 1-357 107.8 22.1 108.6 23.0 0.8 , 18

Source
C

E3 0)
ar)

PPxSE(C)

:155"

450

145
140

f35
130.:

4 25

.120 .

115

1050-
100 Pretest__

df
1

31

. 1

37

FIGURE 1

ANALYSIS OF'VaIANCE TABLE

SS

18102.9642
31256.76
1070.782

722.9820
2248.736

"IS
18102.9642

844.7773
1070.782-
722.9820'
60.7766

F
21.4

. 1 7.6

1 1.8
.

p.

P 4..01

P.. .01
P <.01-

0

C = Class effect (MAIN EFFECT)

S(C)= Students-Within plasses
F.=-.-pre=Part-76frUR-OglN.EFFECT)

PC = pre-post x Class interaction
PxS(C) =pre -post x Students within eld.Sses

Ficure'1 illustratiFs the Lains

irtahls-mean-seere-s-cf-students
(men and women) enrolled inGC 1-366
and GO 1-357 who participated in a

/ survey of attitudes toward women.

AMY 0-

GC 1-366 Students:
GC 1--357 Students

_Post-iest.

23 0
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Appendix continued)
.

O

Te.ble,12

ATTITUDES TOWARD WOMEN.TOTAL SCORES OP
WOMEN,WEO PARTICIPATED IN BOTH THE PRE- AND P,OST-TEST

PRETEST POST TEST

EXP.

MAN, . 'SD MEAN

CLASS 133.9 2246. 148.1

CONT.
CLASS 108.2 24.0 111.8

SOURCE df

.

C . 1

5(C) 29

P 1

PC , 1

PxS(C) 29.--------'i638.4 56.5

..*e.,.-
)p ==classes effect (MAIN EFFECT)

S(C)= students within classes'
P = Pre-Post effect (MAIN EFFECT) -.

PC =Pre-Post x class interaction (fl1TERACTIOT)
PxS(C)=`Pre-Post x'students within olasseb,

SD . GAIN
,

ii-

14.5. 144 2 19

20.4 3.6 .. 12

ANALYSIS OP VARIANCE TABLE'

SS .is . F

14174.06 14174.0 17.1
.

4039.5 . 828.9
1560.0 1560:0----- 27.6

407:,Y----- ---407.1 7.2

FIGURE 2

155
150

O 145
140

135
130

125
120

115

110

105
100 Pretest Post-test

1.101M1 GC 1366

WOMEN GC 13574,..

tY

Figure 2 illustiates the gains in
the mean-scores of women enrotled
in GO 1366 and GC 1357'4ho par-
ticipated in a survey of attitudes
toward wothen.1 r



Appendix D

fregyency.

Stated

1

6

Table 13

SURVEY 031 S'TUD'ENT 02-4'.4,722

Stated Objective

continue my interest_ in
feminism

5 credit elective
I

learn more about women

find out about woments'
movement

determine others' opinion
on women's movement

make myself aware of pale/
`female roles in,society

7 .. read good literature

1 fill schedule

'1

2

a

IVES (29 students, surveyed)
Csurse met obi:esti=

completely mostly 'somewhat very. not
R-La11

1 to

expand knowledge of women
in literature' ,

A

to broaden my knowledge. of
women's contribution to the;

human race

to discover what- women-type-
problems are

to fulfill requirement

I have none

to learn as much about my,
heritage as possible

5"

to meet other women inter-,

cited in feminism

to learn more about famous

women
1

3

1

2

.

25 -

4-

2

2

2

4.

1

1

2

2

1

1

1

e

f
/

4'
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, Tdbl. 14'..:, L . ., . ,,
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SURVEY. OP STUDaik'. UNDMSzeanutG AND ATUDJUDES* .( ..,..

.rt,, °

ti
..e.

.

_
,

,.. .

. ; . .. ,Do you feel that you are-mores s:olo to

understand women after talcing/tbis ou.rsel
I
rt. 4

Do' you feel that your attitude toward s

.male /female roles id. society changed

as a result of this courser-

,

t

Yes

.22

4 1 5

No

,-
't 1 ,

4

S

.

I.

.

s

a.

,

About tie Same

- g .6

. .

.2 tl*

?

I
I

I I

/

.

I

Ox

stt

C

J

C

4

,.I a

26
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Appendix 'S

(Topics Covered)

GC 1-566, Images of Women in Literature.

Week 1: Early Voices of Feminism

Week- 2: Man' s World, Woman' s' Place

Week 3:' After Nora Slammed 'the Door

Week 4: Up From the Pedestal

'Week 5: , The Neu Woman
0

Week 6:. After' the Vote

\leek 7: The Awakening -1

O

Week 8: Women and Madness ..

.
Week 9: A Century of,Struggle'

., t

- / l'ieek 10: The S iisterhood s Powerful
.

0
7.
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